DISTRICT MISSION

The Greater Las Angeles County Vector Cortrol District is a local goverpment

and pu.bl'm .'H'ﬂfh service agency. Its mission)is  i68 reduce pap!mr#i‘rf

Eﬂd.r‘ tad vectors below nuwisance levels, prevent human infection
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a State certified Vector Control
Specialist will locate the source
and treat the area if necessary.

If you have an ornamental pond,
out-of-order swimming pool, or
animal watering trough, you may
pick up free mosquitofish at the
District.

Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District
Formed January 15, 1952
Serving the communities of:

Arfasia Lhamond Bar Lang Beach San Fernando
el Lromamiery Las Angalas City San kanno
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Cudahy La Miracla PO Rivera
District Headguarters Sylmar Branch
12545 Florence Ave. 16320 Foothill Blvd.
Santa Fe Springs, CA Sylmar, CA 91342
90670 (818) 364-8589

(562) 944-9656
www.glacved.org

Are You Raising
Mosquitoes In Your
Backyard?

Besides being annoying pests, mosquitoes
fransmit diseases to humans and animals.
You can help control mosquitoes by removing
stagnant water from your property.

GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY
VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT



MOSQUITOES ARE VECTORS
A vector is any animal or insect capable of

transmitting a disease or is considered a public
health nuisance.

Mosquito Life Cycle

The female lays eggs
in rafts on top of

stagnant water.
Within a few

It only takes 7-10
days to complete
an entire life

cycle. days, the eggs
hatch into
larvae.

Pupae, called Larvae or
"Tumblers" "wigglers"
somersault come to the
through the surface to

water. They do breathe through
not eat in this a siphon tube.

stage. The adult
mosqguito grows
inside the pupa and
when fully developed
split the pupal skin
and emerges

"Wigglers" grow
and shed their skin

four times. Larvae

feed on organic matter.

id You Knows,

Mosquitoes are responsible for more human deaths than any
other living creature.

All mosquitoes must have water to complete their life cycle.

Mosquitoes do nof develop in grass or shrubbery, although,

flying adults frequently rest in these areas during daylight
hours.

Only the female mosquito bites to obtain a biood meal. The
male mosquito feeds only on plant juices.

The female mosquito may live as long as three weeks during
the summer or many monthsover the winter in order to lay
hers eggs the following spring.

These viruses are most prevalent from
May to October when mosqguitoes
are most abundant.

Symptoms

The majority of pegple and animals that are infectad have a mild
illness or show no symptoms. Signs and symptoms of these
diseases are similar but vary in severity and rate of
progress. Symptoms range from mild flu-like
ilness, and in a few cases can progress (o
encephalitiz finflammation of the brain).

Encephalitis can affect anyone. Infants and the
elderly are at greatest risk because their immune :
systerms are efther in a state of development or —
dacline. For West Nile virus, persons over the age 1
of 50 are af greatest risk. '

Medical Treatment
Vaccines are not available to protect humans from _ -
mosquito-borne viruses, although a vaccine Is g g
available for horses. Supportive therapy Is used to SE v
preserve life until the body's nafural defenses can <
take over. S -
ﬁfh (s

Personal Protection Against Mosquitoes

& Minimize time spent outdoors betweerr dusk and dawn when
rmosquitoes are most active,

@ Wear loose, light colored protective clothing long-sleeved shirt and
fong pants) when outdoors .

® Considar the use of mosquito repellent as needed according (o the
proguct labed,

® Use mosquito netting when sleeping outdoors or in an unscreensd
structure and to profect small babves when outdoors.

@ Nake sure that doors and windows have tight fithing screens,




YOU CAN HELP CONTROL MOSQUITOES INSECTS MISTAKEN FOR
BY REMOVING STAGNANT WATER FROM
THESE COMMON BACKYARD SOURCES.

MOSQUITOES

» About the same size as 8 masquito

« Cannot bite

* Dayvalops in mud on bottoms of
fakes, ponds, spreading basins,
and flood contral channels

* A problem from spring to fall

Body length approximately 1/2 in.
Actual size | -

h | '*3-' . | = Much larger than a mosquito
. x _ ¥ il = Cannot bite
T f‘l].‘ﬁ' + Does not eat mosquitoes
W o 3=t = Davelops in moist soill or water
i,',. R Fi = A problem from early spring
L] f F |
f _ and fall

Body length 1/2 to 3/4 in.

Actual size ——]

* Smaller than a mosquito

« Painful itchy bite, but does not
transmit any diseases in California

» Hraeds in flowing streams and rivers

= A problem in spring and summer

- - - Body length 1/8 to 1/4 in.
Possible mosquito sources include: Actual size
* Pools » Holes in trees » Watering troughs
« Neglected hot tubs  « Watering troughs « Stationary vehicles » About the same size a5 moguito
= Ponds ET = Barbecues * Cannat bite :
= Clogged rain gutters = Tires  Water gardens . g*’;g;‘?ﬁ; :’; ;Tffﬁn or moist
- i ™ i . | I’
Rain Barrels &ird Eaths Anything that = A problem from winter to spring
* Tires » Leaking garden will hold water
s Storm drains '
equipment for more than Body length 1/8 te 3/8 in.
a few days. Actual size |——




HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH PROTECTING YOUR HEALTH

MOSQUITOES IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY The District's goal is not to just continually suUppress mosquito
populations, but to prevent their emergence, nuisance and
® 5t. Louis encephalitis: humans transmission of diseases. This is accomplished through District

programs which consist of vector prevention, surveillance, control

® Western Equine encephalitis: humans and horse : .
5 q P 4 5 and education

@ West Nile virus: humans, horses, birds, and other animals

® \alaria: humans Prevention
® Heartworm: dogs and cats s i irT“E' use of rT:*c}sq-.:.-:sf;s:W 5r9v§r.jrs rr;-t:-sq;;:r;ges
T ] : for rom becoming a problam and is referred to
= AHEFQI'I: fibade *._-_.r _'-I'.* as biclogical control. The District provides
. free mosquitofish to district residents for

placement on their praperty anly.

TRANSMISSION CYCLE OF
ENCEPHALITIS AND WEST NILE VIRUS Surveiliance
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The surveillance program serves as an early warning

3
.
.—-——-—-ﬁ. system in the detection of mosquito-borne viruses 3 }%
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that can infect people and animals. Testing for the

Bird to insect _ o , = s
- presence of virus/pathogens in mosguitoes, sentine! ,1:. ﬁ,,}%
chickens, and wild birds helps identify the disease o ".:h’:'h: ]

transmission cycle before human cases occur
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Insect Vector:
Mosquitoes

AEAMIUIES NS IHERE g TR accomplished by incorporating Integrated

2 fravsrriifed o peaple and S A ¥ L FAR
Reservoir Host: by infected mosguitoss. Criy Sy ' *:_"' — Vector Management, which uses a
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birds show no symptoms, A e : environmentally sensitive, host specific

matenals are used fo control mosquitogs.

TR Education

Accidental Hosts:
People and Animals
Tha wiris in “dagd=amd™
CRrars 15 ol suificient to
he fransmitted back fo
the mozqguita, thersby
anding tha friansmission
CyCla.

The community outreach program creates
awaranass of District activities, strassing the
importance of vector control and actively
angages adults and children in assisting the
District's mission,






